
FIRSTS AS CITIZENS
THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN FROM CULPEPER, MADISON, ORANGE AND RAPPAHANNOCK 

COUNTIES IN VIRGINIA TO REGISTER TO VOTE AFTER THE CIVIL WAR

THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN TO REGISTER TO VOTE IN CULPEPER AFTER THE 
RATIFICATION OF THE 19TH AMENDMENT

proudly presents

The presentation is set up so you may 
advance each screen with your arrow 
keys as you deem appropriate.  



WELCOME TO OUR NEW EXHIBIT

• After the introduction pages, there are 
four parts to the exhibit:   

I.     African American male voter 
registrants (years 1867-1869) 
from four counties (you will be 
able to “click” each county for 
detailed information) 

II.  Do You Know? (click each image 
for more information)

III.   The 15th Amendment and Voter 
Suppression:  The Road to the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 

IV.  African American women from 
Culpeper who were the first to 
register in 1920

Our “Guide to the Exhibit” may be 
downloaded either from our website or 
here.
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Firsts as Citizens 
 
 Our new exhibit is comprised of two parts:  the first African American men in Culpeper,   


Orange, Madison, and Rappahannock counties to register to vote after the Civil War (including 


passage of the “Reconstruction Amendments” to the U. S. Constitution); and the first women of 


color to register to vote in Culpeper after the ratification of the 19th Amendment more than 50 


years later in 1920. 
 


I.  Introductory Quotes and Narratives 
 


PART A:   Voter Registrations for African American Men are on the Museum’s Perimeter  


 


II. Culpeper was separated into six voting districts.  Windows 2 through 4 have the 


 names of 900 men. 
 


III.  On the rear table are explanations of why the 15th Amendment was ineffective resulting 


 ultimately in the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
 


IV. Test your knowledge in the rear right corner with “Do You Know” facts. 
 


V. Madison County had four voting districts and the names of 557 men are shown.  Also on 


 display is a hand-made, wooden voting box from the late 1890s.   
 


VI. Orange County is comprised of five voting districts and listed are 929 men.  Included  in 


 this section are narratives of several registrants — some of whom were Civil War veterans 


 either fighting for the Union or enslaved to a Confederate owner who took the registrant    


 to war as some kind of servant.  On display also is an early 1900s metal voting can. 
 


VII. Above the Orange County displays are two quotes from educator, activist and Orange 


 County native, Nannie Helen Burroughs.  Quoted here are excerpts from an article she 


 published in the August, 1915 edition of The Crisis magazine, a publication of the 


 NAACP.  A printout of the magazine, dedicated to “Votes For Women,” is on the center    


 display table.   
 


VIII. Rappahannock, known for its apple orchards, frames our listing of 443 registrants, with 


 an emphasis on seven veterans of the Civil War who were among the first to register — 


 as Frederick Douglass said, to become citizens.   
 


 


PART B:  Voter Registrations for African American Women are on the Center Table 
 


 Sixteen (16) African American women were the first to register to vote in Culpeper for the 


first election after the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution.  Ranging in ages 


from 24-59, they were teachers, homemakers, housekeepers, merchants and a post master.  


Their vast experiences show a mother who suffered through the pain of her son being lynched at 


age 18, to two women who were caretakers for their respective elderly  fathers until their deaths.  


We even showcase the literacy tests given to two women.  Moreover, many were relatives of     


veterans, including being wives and mothers.     
 


 The women are grouped according to 12 policy issues that correspond to their lives—


strikingly similar to today’s concerns:  childcare * women’s healthcare * chronic  diseases * 


quality education * desire for better job opportunities * poverty * single parenthood * small  


business * caring for elderly parents * aging & social security * home ownership * racial           


injustice. 
 


Welcome to our Exhibit 


 


For more information or to schedule an in-person visit to the museum, 


contact:  Charlotte B. Carpenter, History Committee, GWCRHSAA, Inc. 


(540)  


Groups of up to 10 people are welcome 


 


The exhibit is on the web at http://www.carver4cm.org 


The Carver Center 


9432 James Madison Highway 


Suite 102 


Rapidan, VA * 22733 











WHY WAS VIRGINIA UNDER 
MILITARY RULE?

Virginia, along with other southern 
states, was under military rule because it 
would not ratify the 14th Amendment the 
Constitution.  In other words, Virginia’s 
leaders did not believe and would not 
enforce the new law that African 
Americans would be citizens.  Thus, to 
help the leadership transition and 
become a full-fledged state within the 
United States (reconstructed), it was 
necessary to place Virginia under military 
leadership where a convention could be 
held to draft a new state constitution.

As directed, the Commander of the Military 
District in Virginia registered all male citizens 21 
years of age or older and supervised an election 
held October, 1867 (those records have not yet been 
located for Orange and Culpeper).  On display here are 
the records from 1869 when citizens voted for a 
Virginia government.  Virginia officially rejoined the 
United States of America in 1870 along with 
Georgia, Texas and Mississippi.





FREDERICK DOUGLASS 
APRIL, 1870 LETTER EXCERPT 

UPON HEARING OF THE RATIFICATION OF THE 15TH AMENDMENT

“Henceforth we live in a new world, breathe a 
new atmosphere, have a new earth beneath and 
a new sky above us.  Our new condition brings 
with it that which should make us thoughtful as 
well as joyful.  It sweeps the future of our ancient 
shortcomings, and flings us as a race upon our 
own responsibility.  Equal before the Lord, equal 
at the ballot-box and in the jury-box.  The glory or 
shame of our future condition is to fall upon 
ourselves.”



To Gallery II

To Gallery III
and Gallery IV

To Gallery I



GALLERY I.
FIRST BLACK 
MALE VOTER 
REGISTRANTS

2,829 BLACK MEN FROM 
CULPEPER, MADISON, 

ORANGE AND 
RAPPAHANNOCK 

REGISTERED TO VOTE –
FIRST FOR THE VIRGINIA 
STATE LEGISLATURE AND 

THEN FOR THE PRESIDENCY 
OF THE UNITED STATES – THE 

FIRST NATIONAL ELECTION 
AFTER THE CIVIL WAR.  ALL 
COUNTIES HAVE CIVIL WAR 

VETERANS ON BOTH 
CONFEDERATE AND UNION 

SIDES WHO REGISTERED TO 
VOTE.



Culpeper

Madison

Orange

Rappahannock

At left, click on the PDF icon underneath the 
county name for detailed information.  

• Culpeper:  Six voting districts with a total of 
900 names

• Madison:  Four voting districts with a total of 
557 names

• Orange:  Five voting districts with a total of 
929 names

• Rappahannock:  Five voting districts with a 
total of 443 names

Adobe Acrobat 
Document
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GALLERY II.  
DO YOU KNOW THAT . . . 

1924

Black 
Code1864

1867

Click on the middle of any square
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John Mercer Langston
(1829-1897)

• Oberlin College (1849 graduate)

• Dean, Howard University Law
School (1869-77)

• Minister to Haiti & Chargé 
d’Affaires to Santo Domingo 
(1877-1885)

• First President of Virginia
Normal and Collegiate 
Institute (beginning 1885)

• First black man elected to the
U. S. Congress from Virginia 
(1890-91)
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The Snyder Act of 1924 
admitted Native Americans born 
in the United States to full U. S. 
citizenship.  Like other 
minorities, Native Americans 
were prevented by state laws, or 
conditions made unusually 
difficult for them, to participate 
fully in American society until 
the passage of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965.  

G
a

l
l

e
r

y
 I

I



GALLERY III.  
VOTER SUPPRESSION &
THE 15TH AMENDMENT

The Road to the Voting Rights Act of 1965
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If Congress Ratified the XV Amendment in 1870 
specifying all Men Could Vote, What Happened?

By 1883, the Supreme Court struck down all laws that enforced the Fifteenth 
Amendment, followed by decades of no attempts by the federal government to protect 
civil rights.  

Not until the 1950s did Congress begin to pass civil rights legislation (1957, 1960 
and 1964).  None of those laws were strong enough to prevent voter discrimination.

One of the most outspoken advocates for legislation to enforce the Fifteenth 
Amendment was Ella Baker.  The next slide shows a copy of her 1960 letter to then Vice 
President Richard M. Nixon.  
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Five years after            
Ms. Baker’s letter,        
President Lyndon 

Johnson signed the 
Voting Rights Act of 

1965.  The first words 
in the legislation are:
An Act to enforce the 

fifteenth  amendment 
to the Constitution of 
the United States, and 

for other purposes.

U. S. News and World Report, August 16, 1965
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President Lyndon B. 
Johnson address 
Congress after the nation 
witnessed on television 
the beatings at the 
Edmund Pettis Bridge –
known as Bloody Sunday.
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GALLERY IV.  
VOTES FOR 
WOMEN

16 WOMEN OF COLOR WHO WERE CULPEPER RESIDENTS WERE THE 
FIRST TO REGISTER TO VOTE AFTER THE RATIFICATION OF THE 19TH 
AMENDMENT IN AUGUST, 1920.  THEY REGISTERED FROM 
SEPTEMBER 22 – OCTOBER 2, 1920.   SOME OF THESE REGISTRANTS 
HAVE DIRECT RELATIONSHIPS WITH VETERANS.



This cover photograph of 
Abraham Lincoln and Sojourner 
Truth is a composite by Henry 
Gilmore.

The Crisis magazine was the 
official publication of the NAACP.  
Its editor was W. E. B. DuBois.
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Nannie Helen 
Burroughs

• Born:  May, ~1875 in Orange County,  Virginia
• Her parents:  John and Jennie Poindexter Burroughs
• By 1900:  Had relocated to Washington, D.C. with her 

mother and younger sister.  They resided with her mother’s 
older sister, Cordelia Mercer.

• In 1915, The Crisis Magazine, published by the NAACP, 
featured her article about the need for women’s suffrage.  
Two quotes from her article are on display.

• Founder and President of the National Training School for 
Women and Girls in Washington, DC from 1909-1961.

• Died:  May 20, 1961, in Washington, DC
• Buried:  Lincoln Cemetery, Suitland, Maryland
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Desire for better job 
opportunities
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Adopted mother of a 
veteran



Poverty
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Providing a Quality 
Education for their 

children and those in 
the community
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Mrs. 
Chinn was 
the wife of
a veteran



Mrs. Brown Green and the 
two women who follow 

suffered from  
Chronic Diseases

Wife and then Widow of a 
World War I veteran

Single Parenthood
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Childcare

Mother of four 
veteran sons
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Women’s 
Healthcare

G
a

l
l

e
r

y
 I

V



Racial 
Injustice
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Home 
Ownership

Caring for 
Elderly Parents
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Small Business 
Owners
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Mother of a veteran
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Aging & Social Security
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TWELVE REASONS WHY MOTHERS SHOULD HAVE THE VOTE
By the  Equal Suffrage League of Virginia (1916)

(NOTE:  written to NOT include minority women)

1. BECAUSE the mother’s business is home-making and child-rearing, and the child and the home are 
the greatest assets of the nation.

2. BECAUSE the welfare of the child is affected by the laws of the State as well as the rules of the 
home.

3. BECAUSE there are just as many home interests in the government as there are business interests 
and the mother is primarily the custodian of these home interests.

4. BECAUSE the lowest death rate of babies in the world is in New Zealand, the country where mothers 
have had the vote the longest.  In that country, the government sends out nurses to very town, 
village and country district, to instruct and aid mothers in the care of their babies.  Young girls are 
taught baby hygiene and feeding.

5. BECAUSE the banner baby state, California, an equal suffrage state, has the highest birth rate and a 
very low death rate.  (The lowest death rate of babies in the United States is in the city of Seattle, 
Washington State, where women vote.)

6. BECAUSE children have better school facilities where mothers vote.  Washington, an equal suffrage 
state, is the banner state in education.  State-wide compulsory education and child labor laws put 
every child under fourteen years of age in school, where women vote.
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TWELVE REASONS WHY MOTHERS SHOULD HAVE THE VOTE
continued

7. BECAUSE girls have equal educational opportunities with boys from Kindergarten to State University, 
where women vote.

8. BECAUSE the moral conditions of our country are regulated by law.  Should not mothers have a say 
about the dangers and temptations which surround their boys and girls?

9. BECAUSE girls of tender age are better protected by law where mothers vote.  The age of consent is 
highest in the suffrage states.

10. BECAUSE mothers are equal guardians with fathers of their children in the states which have had 
suffrage the longest.

11. BECAUSE widowed mothers are protected by mother’s pensions in the states where women vote.

12. BECAUSE it is just, it is expedient, and has proven a good governmental policy for mothers to have a 
voice in the laws which control themselves and their children.
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Thank you for virtually visiting our newest exhibit,
Firsts as Citizens. The full exhibit is in our museum 
until February 28, 2021.

Our museum is located inside of The Carver Center, 
9432 James Madison Highway (Rt 15) in Rapidan, 
Virginia, 22733

For safety precautions during this time of COVID-19, 
we are accepting on-site visits by appointment only.  
Groups up to 10 people are welcome.  

Contact Charlotte B. Carpenter at (540) 547-2530

OUR LEADERSHIP

Hortense Hinton-Jackson
Charlotte B. Carpenter

J. Hubert Jackson
Alan Johnson

William H. Lewis
Jane C. Pollard
Myra Williams

Terry L. Miller,  Curator
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